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PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES-TOWN OF GRAND CHUTE-1900 W. GRAND CHUTE 
BLVD., GRAND CHUTE, WI – DECEMBER 13, 2021 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Karen Petersen presiding President. 

PRESENT: Mike Schmidt, John Jones, Karen Petersen, Joy Hagen, Keith Curran, Nathen Scott 
(Virtual), Jennifer Buelow Fischer (Virtual) 

EXCUSED:  

STAFF: Seth Westberg, Parks & Facilities Manager; Jeff Ings, Town Board Liaison; Carrie 
Gretzinger, Public Works Office Coordinator; Brent Braun, IT Director 

OTHERS: John Rather – Interested in Alternate Park Position Opening 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ORDER OF THE DAY 

Motion (Schmidt/Jones) to approve agenda/order of the day.  Motion Carried (7/0). 

PUBLIC INPUT 

Mr. Rather introduced himself to the Commissioners and stated he is interested in the Park Commission 
Alternate position that is currently open.  He explained his background and why he would be a great fit to 
this commission.   

Seth will bring this recommendation forward to Town Chairman Van Eperen for his approval/appointing. 

APPROVAL OF REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES-OCTOBER 13, 2021 

Motion (Schmidt/Buelow Fischer) to approve minutes.  Motion Carried (7/0). 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

Manager’s Memo – Written and Verbal Seth Westberg 
Staff has been working to put together a Town wide tree trimming schedule based on a five year rotation.  
We have sectioned the Town into five areas and letters were sent out to the residents in the first section of 
the Town’s scheduled tree trimming area last week.  We have received about 20 to 25 calls so far 
regarding the letters, all of which have been responded to. 

 Commissioner Jones questioned overage on Maple Edge Park CIP for 2021.  Seth explained this 
was due to the concrete slab where the shed was as well as the installation of the swale to help 
with drainage at the new Pickleball Courts. 

 Commissioner Hagen asked that the preliminary designs for the disc golf courses as well as the 
Town Center Park Master Plan be put on a future agenda item for further discussion. 

 Commissioner Schmidt asked if the brush line on the east side of Prairie Hill Park is scheduled to 
be trimmed?  Seth indicated there is one area on the trail that is scheduled to be trimmed.  
Commissioner Schmidt will have his neighbor’s contact Seth with any further questions they may 
have. 

Correspondence Report – Written Seth Westberg 

Greenways Report – Verbal Commissioner Hagen 

Mini grants went out for 2022.  They are due back in early February 2022. 
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Town Board Liaison Report  

Parks Budget approved as submitted.  Wage rate increase incentive also approved based on how many 
hours the seasonal employee worked the year before. 

President’s Report  

There is no President’s report. 

Bike and Pedestrian Trail Report 

There is no Bike & Pedestrian Trail Report  

NEW BUSINESS 

Shall the Park Commission Approve a Terrace Tree Planting Permit. 

Residents have asked for planting of their own tree in the right-of-way that has not been planned or in 
budget for the Town to plant at the current time. 

Motion (Hagen/Curran) to move the tree planting permit to the March meeting agenda.  Motion 
Carried (7/0). 

Commissioner Hagen has some concerns regarding native trees or lack thereof on the list.  She would like 
to set up a meeting with Donna VanBuran with Wild Ones as well as a variety of other individuals to 
discuss the importance of native trees.  She would also like this group to review/discuss the Terrace Tree 
Planting List as it is something that deserves more time and in depth discussion. 

Commissioner Jones stated there is a lot to consider when planting a native tree in the boulevard due to 
their size & root systems. 

Commissioner Schmidt appreciates Commissioner Hagen’s concern and that however, according to a 
good friend who is on the board with the Wisconsin Forestry Advisory Committee, current projections 
indicate our native tree forests will not be what we think they should be by 2050.  There isn’t a native 
natural tree right now that does not have some kind of disease going on.  He agrees with her but we need 
to be open to other options. 

Commissioner Petersen stated the permit looked very nice and Seth put a lot of work into it and thanked 
him. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

1. Tree Planting Permit 
2. Disc Golf Course 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (Schmidt/Buelow Fischer) to adjourn. Motion carried (7/0). 

Meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 

These are draft minutes taken at the regular meeting held on December 13, 2021 by:  Carrie L. Gretzinger, 
Public Works Office Coordinator, Town of Grand Chute. 


