PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES — TOWN OF GRAND CHUTE - 1900 W. GRAND CHUTE
BLVD., GRAND CHUTE, WI — JUNE 8, 2020

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

Meeting called to order at 5:03 p.m. by President Scott.
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Mike Schmidt, Karen Petersen, John Jones, Nathan Scott, Joy Hagen, Keith Curran
EXCUSED: Jennifer Buelow Fischer

STAFF: Karen Heyrman, Public Works Deputy Director; Mike Arft, Park Foreman; Jeff Ings, Supervisor Liaison to the Park
Commission

OTHERS:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: President Scott led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ORDER OF THE DAY

Motion (Schmidt/Petersen) to approve the agenda. Motion carried.

PUBLIC INPUT

There was no public input.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES — March 9, 2020

Motion (Hagen/Schmidt) to approve meeting minutes. Motion carried.

REPORTS

Park Maintenance Report — Verbal

Park Foreman Mike Arft provided information in the Park Commission packet and verbally reported the following:

Five seasonal employees have started for the summer. They have completed equipment training and EMC Insurance
provided videos. First aid training will be held on June 10, 2020.

Flowers have been planted at Town Center, Lions, and Carter Woods Parks. Grass cutting is being performed once a
week at all parks. The new tank/sprayer unit has been installed on the gator. This will be used for invasive species
management and general weed control throughout the parks.

The staff has created a cleaning checklist for daily cleaning practices. The Town Emergency Operations Center remains
open,; staff is continuing to assist the Logistics section with procurement of supplies and reopening of the Town Hall.

Carter Woods Park pavilion is receiving multiple upgrades consisting of paint, gutters and drainage improvements
including concrete around and under the pavilion.

Arrowhead Park Playground Reconstruction project is requiring the removal of several ash trees from the construction
area.

The staff has begun performing tree inventory. There are approximately 50 trees that are going to need stump grinding
performed, including landscaping of the removal area. The staff has begun treating the ash trees.

Director’s Memo — Verbal
Deputy Director Heyrman provided information in the Park Commission packet and verbally reported the following:

The staff mailed the preliminary grading plan for the ice rink site to the adjacent property owners on June 4, 2020.
The letter asks them to call to discuss the concept and their landscaping desires.

Cage Kavanagh was able to fundraise $2,000 of the $3,700 needed for the outfield whiffle ball/tee ball fence at Arrowhead
Park. Surplus recreation funds will be used for the balance of the fence cost. The purchase order was issued and we
hope to get the project completed this month. The preconstruction meeting for the Arrowhead Park Playground project
was held with Bluemels Maintenance Service Inc. on May 27, 2020. This project is estimated to start in August and be
complete at the end of October.

Paving was complete at Lions Park on June 3, 2020. This work was part of the 2019 Asphalt Paving project.
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Restroom door modifications should be complete by June 15, 2020 at Arrowhead and Prairie Hill Parks. All Park facilities
are locked and unlocked remotely with the exception of Patriot Park and Art Lecker Park.

Due to COVID-19 staff has relaxed the cancellation policy for our facility rentals. We rescheduled or refunded
reservations and refunded Adventure Camp registrations.

Correspondence Report — Verbal

Email received from a resident inquiring about the status of creating a Bike and Pedestrian Committee. Deputy Director
Heyrman will talk to Mike Patza regarding this. Commissioner Schmidt expressed interest on being on the committee and
offered to put this information on social media.

Request came to Jim March requesting the Town consider a Monarch proclamation as June is Monarch Month. With the
Evergreen construction and reconfiguration of the Town Hall parking lot, there will be areas condusive to the development
of a Monarch garden. The Park Commission is in agreement with the development of a Monarch garden. President Scott
made the proclamation that June 2020 is Monarch Butterfly Month.

Update from Outagamie County Greenways — Verbal Commissioner Hagen

There will be a reorganization of the Outagamie County Greenway Committee after the reorganization of Outagamie
County tomorrow night. Once completed a meeting will be scheduled

Update from Town Board Liaison — Verbal Supervisor Ings
Jeff introduced himself and the Park Commission welcomed him.
President’s Report — Verbal President Scott

President Scott expressed gratitude to the Town of Grand Chute for keeping things running during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Bike and Pedestrian Trail Report — Verbal Deputy Director Heyrman

The Town has hired a consultant to design the new trail that will be going in on Lynndale Drive from Grand Chute Blvd to
County Highway JJ. This work will likely begin in late summer early fall.

There will also be sidewalk installed on Wisconsin Avenue from Westhill Blvd to Bluemound Drive due to this area having
a significant amount of car/pedestrian accidents. WE Energies will need to relocate the gas line prior to the start of this
work. Due to this, the project could get pushed back.

NEW BUSINESS

Discuss and approve the park facilities reopening plan.

Deputy Director Heyrman explained that Governor Evers declared a public health emergency in response to COVID-19 in
the State of Wisconsin. Playground signage was installed on March 16, 2020. Parks opening was delayed due to the
Governors “Safer at Home” order. On May 15, 2020, tennis courts at Lions, Patriot and Arrowhead parks were opened,
with support of the Park Commission. Town Staff, working with the COVID-19 Pandemic Incident Commander and
Operations Section has developed a staged reopening plan for our park facilities. Grand Chute has referenced the
Outdoor Recreation Reopen Guidelines developed by the WEDC (Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation) for the
reopening of our park facilities.

On May 21, 2020, playgrounds were reopened with gathering limits of less than ten people and six foot social distancing
requirements. Athletic fields are for practice only. Field reservations are suspended. Nets for four pickleball courts were
put up at Carter Woods Park with signage restricting the use of the remainder to comply with gathering size limits.
Summer Adventure Camp was cancelled and refunds issued. We notified donors that we would put their donation toward
a future program or they could contact us to receive a refund.

Due to an increase in garbage and recycling at our parks, restrooms were opened at Carter Woods, Lions, Patriot and
Town Center Parks on June 1, 2020. Because of a delay in material delivery, opening of the restrooms at Arrowhead and
Prairie Hill Parks is planned for June 15, 2020. The two remaining pickleball court nets were put up at Carter Woods Park
on June 1 and tennis lessons were cancelled.

Park facility rentals have opened up to the public. Under the direction of the Town’s attorney, all park facility rentals will
require a waiver of liability form to be signed (in person) by the renter prior to the release of the park key.
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We currently have requests to rent the pickleball courts for a tournament at Carter Woods Park and to schedule baseball
league games at Patriot and Carter Woods Parks. After learning what surrounding communities are doing, park staff has
discussed canceling youth baseball for 2020. A waiver of liability will be required for the pickleball tournament.

Motion (Hagen/Petersen) to approve the staff’s recommendation to approve the park facilities reopening plan.
Approved (5/0).

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Discuss and approve the updated tree-planting list.
Election of President and Vice President.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion (Schmidt/Petersen) to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m.
These minutes were taken at the regular meeting held on June 8, 2020, by:
Cawrie Gretginger

Carrie Gretzinger, Public Works Office Coordinator
Town of Grand Chute
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