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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President Carey. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
PRESENT: Karen Petersen, John Jones, Nathen Scott, Joy Hagen, Jennifer Buelow Fischer, Tyler DeBruin, Larry Carey 
 
EXCUSED:  Mike Schmidt 
 
STAFF:  Katie Schwartz, Public Works Director; Karen Heyrman, Public Works Deputy Director; Eric Davidson, Supervisor 
Liaison to the Park Commission; Mike Arft, Parks Foreman; Carrie Gretzinger, DPW Office Coordinator  
 
OTHERS:  None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Carey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ORDER OF THE DAY 
 
Motion (Buelow Fischer/Jones) to approve the agenda.  Motion Carried (6/0). 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
There was no public input. 
 
APPROVAL OF REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES – April 8, 2019 
 
Motion (Scott/Hagen) to approve the minutes.  Motion carried (6/0). 
 
REPORTS 
 
Park Maintenance Report – Verbal  
 
Parks Foreman Mike Arft provided information in the Park Commission packet and verbally reported the following: 
 
All parks have been cleaned up and are open for the season. 
 
The park staff has finished installing the new trash and recycling cans at Prairie Hill, Arrowhead and Maple  
Edge Parks.  The new signs for Prairie Hill Park have been installed.  The new security system and electronic door locks  
have been installed and are operational at Carter Woods Park.  We have sixty Arborvitae on order that will be used as  
sound/wind barriers along the pickle ball courts at Carter Woods Park.  Installation of the new backstop has been  
completed at Patriot Park and H&K Sports Fields will be top dressing the infield when weather permits.  Town Center Park  
Playground surfacing has been completed, picnic tables with umbrellas have been setup and the new benches have been  
set.  The staff had a playground inspector look at the playground at Arrowhead Park.  The playground is pushing up out of  
the ground.   
 
The Arbor Day event was held at Patriot Park with students from Badger and Houdini Schools assisting the park staff with  
planting 10 trees.  The park staff has been working with Leno who handles the towns GIS mapping program and he has  
developed an app to inventory the town’s trees as well as track our EAB treatments, tree trimming and other tree  
maintenance. 
 
Adventure Camp registration numbers are doing great.  Lions Park Camp is full with 45 kids registered.  
 
Director’s Memo – Verbal   
 
Deputy Director Heyrman provided information in the Park Commission packet and verbally reported the following: 
 
May is bike month.   
 
Final proof of the donor recognition display is enclosed. 
 
The staff will be reviewing the short-term goals identified in the CORS plan and provide recommendations for Park  
Commission discussion to prioritize the enhancements into a five-year Capital Improvement Plan.  The discussion in  
May includes the Brookview and Starview parcels.  In June we will evaluate the revised 5-year plan to playground  
Improvements at Arrowhead Park. 
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The Town Board monthly report will include a summary of the Park Commission recommended priority of improvements 
at Brookview and Starview parcels. 
 
Correspondence Report – Verbal Deputy Director Heyrman 
 
Deputy Director Heyrman provided copies of 2 emails: 
 
Brian Tungate with the City of Menasha provided information regarding their park hours of operation.  Mr. Tungate 
indicated that their parks are open from 4am to 11pm and believes our hours of operation are reasonable. 
 
Dave Wallenfang with the Town of Grand Chute’s IT department is requesting the Park Commission members stop in to 
have their picture taken and pick up their identification badge. 
 
Update from Outagamie County Greenways – Verbal Commissioner Hagen 
 
There is no Outagamie County Greenways Report. 
 
Update from Town Board Liaison – Verbal Supervisor Davidson 
 
The Town Board accepted the bids for N McCarthy Road Reconstruction/Champion Drive Phase 2 and Galaxy Drive  
Construction.  The Town Board also approved the cost to include handicap accessibility to the Town Center Park parking  
lot.  
 
President’s Report – Verbal President Carey 
 
Park Commission elections are tonight and President Carey stated he will be stepping down as president as well as from  
the board. 
 
Bike and Pedestrian Trail Update – Verbal Deputy Director Heyrman 
 
The bike and trail updates have been approved by the Plan Commission and will be going to the next Town Board  
meeting for final approval.  Once approved copies will be given to Park Commission Board members. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Discuss/approve the capital improvement recommendations for the Starview Parcel. 
 
Motion (Scott/Jones) to open up for discussion.  Motion Carried (6/0). 
  
Deputy Director Heyrman provided a location map as well as a photo of the Starview Parcel.  She explained that the  
parcel is 4.15 acres of which 50% of it is wetland and it is located in the floodplain.  There is approximately 8,500 square  
feet that could be used for a playground, but is subject to flooding.  There is no neighborhood park servicing this area of  
the Town.  Town Center Park serves as the Community Park for this area.  There are no improvements identified in the  
CORS plan and it is not dedicated as parkland.  
 
Question was asked about purchasing additional property in this area.  There are very few parcels remaining. 
 
Staff is recommending the park commission consider a mini park with a small play set, mowed trails, and  
invasive species removal as a mid-term (6-10 years) priority.  An informational meeting is recommended early in  
the process to get neighborhood support for these improvements.  Approved (6/0). 
 
Discuss/approve the capital improvement recommendations for the Brookview Parcel. 
 
Deputy Director Heyrman provided maps of the Brookview Parcel and stated this is 2.59 acres that has mud creek along  
the southerly property line and has a flood storage area on this parcel.  There is a 10 foot storm sewer easement along  
the west property line that extends to the parcel but there is no access to a Town right of way.  This location is outside of  
all Town park service areas.  There are no improvements identified in the CORS plan at this location and it is not  
dedicated parkland.  Staff has discussed a mini park with a small play set, mowed trail, and urban orchard and invasive  
species removal as options if access becomes available. 
 
Motion (Hagen/Scott) recommending no improvements be made on this parcel at this time, however  
if/when access and contiguous land become available the staff and commission members take another look at  
possible improvements.  Approved (6/0). 
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Park Designation Policy. 
 
Review of Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
President Carey asked for nominations for the President of the Park Commission. 
 
Motion (Buelow Fischer/Hagen) to nominate Nathan Scott for the President of the Park Commission.  
 
There were no other nominations. 
 
Commissioner Scott accepted the nomination and the Park Commission voted in favor. 
 
Motion Carried (6/0). 
 
President Carey asked for nominations for the Vice President of the Park Commission. 
 
Motion (Scott/Jones) to nominate Jennifer Buelow Fischer for the Vice President of the Park Commission.  
 
There were no other nominations. 
 
Commissioner Buelow Fischer accepted the nomination and the Park Commission voted in favor. 
 
Motion Carried (6/0).  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion (Buelow Fischer/Jones) to adjourn the meeting.  Motion Carried (6/0). 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:51 p.m. 
 
These minutes were taken at the regular meeting held on May 13, 2019, by:  
 

Carrie Gretzinger 
Carrie Gretzinger, Public Works Office Coordinator 
Town of Grand Chute  


