
GRAND CHUTE PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 
August 4, 2020 

 

Members Present: Chairman Dave Schowalter, Commissioners Brad Gehring, Robert Stadel, Julie Hidde, Duane 
Boeckers, John Weber, Pam Crosby, Cheryl Ulrich. Members Absent: none 
 
Also Present: James March, Town Administrator; Katie Schwartz, Public Works Director; Karen Heyrman, Deputy 
Public Works Director; Robert Buckingham, Community Development Director; Brent Braun, IT Director; Michael 
Patza, Town Planner; Tracy Olejniczak, Administrative Assistant; other interested parties. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

Chairman Schowalter opened the virtual meeting at 6:00 p.m.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA   

Motion (Stadel/Crosby) to approve the agenda. Motion carried, all voting aye.  
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 21, 2020 MEETING.  
Motion (Boeckers/Hidde) to approve the minutes. Motion carried, all voting aye.  

 
4. PUBLIC INPUT – There was no public input. 
 
5. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Director Buckingham noted that the August 18 Plan 

Commission meeting is cancelled. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held September 1t, 2020. 
 
6. NEIGHBORHOOD INFORMATION MEETING – CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP-05-20) REQUESTED BY 

SCHMIDT BROS. CUSTOM HOMES, INC., ON BEHALF OF ART ACQUISITIONS LLC, 4265 N. DEER 
VALLEY COURT, TO ALLOW GRADING AND FILLING ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 
SINGLE-FAMILY HOME. 

 
Chairman Schowalter opened the Neighborhood Information Meeting at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Lisa Schmidt, representing Schmidt Bros. Custom Homes, Inc., stated that the permit is requested to allow filling 
required for new home construction. 
 
Director Buckingham summarized an email from Carol Lee, 2759 W. Honeysuckle Lane, She expressed 
concern over any impact grading and filling would have on the navigable stream adjacent to her property. She 
noted that the waterway had not been dredged as planned and water levels have gotten worse since the 
subdivision was developed. She also expressed concern should the permit change setback limits on the 
property. 
 
Director Buckingham explained a written response he provided Ms. Lee, in which he explained that the permit 
was for routine work on the upland portion of the lot so that a home can be constructed and a yard can be final 
graded. The permitted work will have no impact to the navigable stream or flood fringe, and there will be no 
changes to required stream setbacks. He also explained that this watershed has a flat terrain and poor soils 
that cause water flow to be slow and sluggish. The WDNR denied the Town’s permit request to dredge a 
downstream portion of the watershed, citing that the negative impact to nearby wetlands outweighed the benefits 
of improved water flow. He also noted that the Town is in the process of obtaining an engineering proposal for 
a comprehensive roadway capital improvement plan that will also evaluate and prioritize watershed and 
drainage projects.   
 
Director Buckingham summarized an email from Trevor Thompson, Managing Partner of ART Acquisitions LLC, 
and developer of the Forest View Estates subdivision. Mr. Thompson stated his support for approval of the 
Conditional Use Permit, noting that the work with all shoreland zoning regulations of the county and all drainage 
requirements of the subdivision 
 
Charles Hall, 2843 W. Honeysuckle Lane, asked for more information on the location of the lot in question and 
what work would be done that could negatively affect the navigable stream 
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Director Buckingham summarized the scope of work and the location of the lot, noting that all work would be on 
the upland portion of the property, with no impact to the stream. 
 
Mr. Hall said he was satisfied and had no objection to the Conditional Use Permit request. 
 
Motion (Stadel/Boeckers) to close Neighborhood Information Meeting #1 at 6:13 p.m. Motion carried, all 
voting aye. 

 
7. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP-05-20) – REQUEST BY SCHMIDT BROS., CUSTOM HOMES, INC., ON 

BEHALF OF ART ACQUISITIONS LLC, 4265 N. DEER VALLEY COURT, TO ALLOW GRADING AND FILLING 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SINGLE-FAMILY HOME. 

 
Motion (Boeckers/Weber) to recommend approval of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP-05-20) requested 
by Schmidt Bros. Custom Homes, Inc., on behalf of ART Acquisitions LLC, 4265 N. Deer Valley Court, 
to allow grading, filling and house construction within the Shoreland Zoning District. Motion carried, all 
voting aye. 

 
8. SPECIAL EXCEPTION AMENDMENT (SEA1-02-09) – REQUEST BY FOX VALLEY TECHNICAL COLLEGE, 

5 N. SYSTEMS DRIVE, TO ALLOW REPLACMENT AND OPERATION OF AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE 
CENTER SIGN.  

 
Motion (Hidde/Crosby) to recommend approval of the Special Exception Amendment (SEA1-02-09) 
requested by Fox Valley Technical College, 5 N. Systems Drive, to allow replacement and operation of 
an electronic message center sign. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
  

9. SITE PLAN AMENDMENT (SPA1-00-09) – REQUEST BY FOX VALLEY TECHNICAL COLLEGE, 5 N. 
SYSTEMS DRIVE, TO REMOVE AN EXISTING ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SIGN AND INSTALL A 
NEW ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SIGN. 

 
Motion (Boeckers/Hidde) to approve the Site Plan Amendment (SPA1-00-09) requested by Fox Valley 
Technical College, 5 N. Systems Drive, to remove an existing electronic message center sign and install 
a new electronic message center sign, subject to Town Board approval of Special Exception 
Amendment SEA1-02-09. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion (Boeckers/Crosby) to adjourn the meeting at 6:18 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Olejniczak/BB 
Com. Dev. Admin. Asst. 

 


