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GRAND CHUTE PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 
December 17, 2024 

 
Members Present: Chair Beth English, Commissioners Ron Wolff, John Weber, Cheryl Ulrich, Pam Crosby, Ron 
Torrance, and Mark Heling.  Members Absent: Commissioner Charles Klasen. 
 
Also Present: Richard Downey, Town Administrator; Jordan Jolma, Public Works Director; Nick VandeHey, McMahon 
Engineer; Brent Braun, IT Director; Michael Patza, Community Development Director; Tanner Russell, Town Planner; 
Tracy Olejniczak, Administrative Assistant; Andy Rosmeissel, Town Attorney; other interested parties, sign-in sheet = 
7,  audience = 9 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

Chair English opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. and roll call was taken. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Motion (Ulrich/Torrance) to approve the agenda. Motion carried, all voting aye.  

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – NOVEMBER 19, 2024 MEETING. 

Motion (Heling/Weber) to approve the November 19, 2024 Plan Commission minutes. Motion carried, all 
voting aye 
 

5. PUBLIC INPUT PERTAINING TO AGENDA ITEMS NOT INCLUDED IN PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING #1 – SPECIAL EXCEPTION PERMIT (SE-14-2024) REQUESTED BY LAMAR CENTRAL 

OUTDOOR, LLC, 1280 S. VAN DYKE ROAD, FOR OPERATION OF A DIGITAL BILLBOARD/OFF-PREMISES 
ADVERTISING SIGN ON AN EXISTING BILLBOARD. 

 
Chair English opened Public Hearing #1 at 6:02 p.m.   
 
Willard Jabas, 25 Golf Terrace Court, explained that he had issues with the request to install a digital face on the 
southern face of the existing billboard causing light to be shine towards his home.  Mr. Jabas indicated that he sent 
pictures to Director Patza of views from various locations in and surrounding his home. Mr. Jabas shared that he 
is not in favor of the Special Exception Permit request.  
 
Motion (Torrance/Crosby) to close Public Hearing #1 at 6:04 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 

7. SPECIAL EXCEPTION PERMIT (SE-14-2024) – REQUESTED BY LAMAR CENTRAL OUTDOOR, LLC, 1280 S. 
VAN DYKE ROAD, FOR OPERATION OF A DIGITAL BILLBOARD/OFF-PREMISES ADVERTISING SIGN ON 
AN EXISTING BILLBOARD.  

 
Planner Russell provided details regarding the request that meets all of the requirements outlined in the Sign Code 
including the minimum distance requirement from a residential property.  

 
Director Patza provided additional information regarding ambient light requirements and past experiences with 
operation of other digital billboards.  

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Weber regarding the angle/orientation of the proposed digital 
billboard, Director Patza indicated that there were no specific requirements in the Sign Code but shared his 
perspective that the intention would be to orient the billboard to be most visible to the traveling public on I-41. 

 
Motion (Heling/Torrance) to recommend approval of Special Exception Permit (SE-14-2024) requested by 
Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC, for a property located at 1280 S. Van Dyke Road, for operation of a digital 
billboard/off-premise advertising sign on an existing billboard.   
 
Commissioner Wolff asked Director Patza if it was his back or front yard would he still want to approve the request.  
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Director Patza shared that if being asked directly, he would prefer not to live directly adjacent to I-41. Director Patza 
provided additional information regarding past litigation related to billboards and changes to the Sign Code as part 
of the settlement. He shared details regarding the previous mitigation section related to digital billboards that is no 
longer in place. Director Patza reiterated that the standards within the current Sign Code are being met with this 
request.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Torrance regarding lighting for the existing static sign, Director Patza 
confirmed that the existing static billboard face was lighted and there are technical standards regarding transitions 
of the digital face.  

 
Motion carried, all voting aye 

 
8. SITE PLAN AMENDMENT (SPA-29-2024) – REQUESTED BY 1280 S VAN DYKE ROAD, LLC, ON BEHALF OF 

LAMAR CENTRAL OUTDOOR, LLC, 1280 S. VAN DYKE ROAD, FOR INSTALLATION OF A DIGITAL 
BILLBOARD ON AN EXISTING BILLBOARD PYLON. 

 
Motion (Heling/Crosby) to approve Site Plan Amendment (SPA-29-2024) requested by 1280 S Van Dyke 
Road, LLC, on behalf of Lamar Central Outdoor, LLC, for a property located at 1280 S. Van Dyke Road, for 
the installation of a digital billboard   Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 

9. TRB-01-2025 – CONSIDERATION OF TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION REGARDING A STATEMENT OF POLICY 
RELATED TO FUTURE MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE TOWN OF GRAND CHUTE. 
 
Director Patza summarized discussions at previous Plan Commission meetings and the direction provided to staff 
was to draft the Town Board Resolution. He also explained how the Resolution was structured and the impacts to 
future development.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Torrance regarding impacts to any properties that currently have a 
multifamily residential zoning classification, Director Patza indicated those properties would not be impacted.  

 
Chair English asked for a motion. 
 
Motion (Heling/Wolff) to recommend denial of TBR-01-2025. 
 
Commissioner Heling provided his perspective as to why the Resolution is not necessary while acknowledging 
there is a need in the Town for additional single-family development.  
 
Chair Beth English explained she agreed with Commissioner Heling and stated relying on staff and awaiting the 
results of the Housing Study was her preferred course of action.  
 
Commissioner Heling asked for clarification regarding if the proposed Resolution was in place if the Town would 
still have to consider any rezoning request that was received.  
 
Attorney Roesmeissel confirmed that statement was true.  
 
Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT. 
 

Motion (Torrance/Heling) to close the Plan Commission meeting at 6:18 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Olejniczak/MP 
Com. Dev. Admin. Asst. 
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