
  
GRAND CHUTE PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 

November 7, 2023 
 

Members Present: Chair Beth English, Commissioners Ron Wolff, Pam Crosby, John Weber, Cheryl Ulrich, Mark 
Heling, Ron Torrance, and Charles Klasen.  Members Absent: none.                             
 
Also Present: Katie Schwartz, Public Works Director; Greg Koch, Deputy Public Works; Nick VandeHey, Engineer-
McMahon; Brent Braun, IT Director; Michael Patza, Community Development Director; Tanner Russell, Town Planner; 
Tracy Olejniczak, Administrative Assistant; other interested parties, audience=11, sign-in sheet=6. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

Chair English opened the meeting at 6:02 p.m. and roll call was taken. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

Motion (Crosby/Torrance) to approve the agenda. Motion carried, all voting aye.  
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – OCTOBER 3, 2023 MEETING. 
Motion (Ulrich/Heling) to approve the October 3, 2023 Plan Commission minutes. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
5. PUBLIC INPUT PERTAINING TO AGENDA ITEMS NOT INCLUDED IN A PUBLIC HEARING. 

 
Craig Mares, Attorney representing the Ebben Trust, provided background on the court proceedings that have 
required the proposed Certified Survey Map included within Item 11 on the Agenda.  

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Torrance regarding the court proceedings occurring in Waupaca 
County, Mr. Mares explained the Ebben Trust was filed in Waupaca County.  
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING #1 – SPECIAL EXCEPTION PERMIT (SE-21-2023) REQUESTED BY WASH MONKEY, LLC, 
DBA WASH MONKEY, 5145 W. INTEGRITY WAY, FOR OPERATION OF AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER 
SIGN. 
 
Chair English opened the Public Hearing #1 at 6:08 p.m. There was no public input. 

 
Motion (Torrance/Weber) to close Public Hearing #1 at 6:09 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
7. SPECIAL EXCEPTION PERMIT (SE-21-2023) - REQUEST BY WASH MONKEY, LLC, DBA WASH MONKEY, 5145 

W. INTEGRITY WAY, FOR OPERATION OF AN ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SIGN.  
 
Planner Russell provided details regarding the size and location of the proposed electronic message center.  

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Klasen regarding traffic safety concerns, Director Patza shared that a 
Traffic Study had been completed on the McCarthy Road corridor and staff would be working to bring 
recommendations from the study forward in the future. Director Patza shared his concern with not approving an 
electronic message center due to a busy intersection as the same case could be made for numerous locations in the 
Town.  

 
Commissioner Klasen stated the sign seemed to be located to be visible from people leaving the Costco driveway.  
 
Director Patza stated his perspective that the intention of the placement was for visibility from N. McCarthy Road.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Torrance regarding the status of the results from the Traffic Study, 
Director Patza stated the study has been completed and asked Public Works Director Schwarz for additional insight.  
 
Director Schwartz stated the study was completed approximately a year ago with a variety of different improvement 
recommendations along the corridor. Further analysis and decisions would need to be made regarding intersection 
improvements/modifications before moving forward. Director Schwartz indicated any improvements/projects would 
need to be included in the CIP. Directors Schwartz and Patza both confirmed their perspective that this intersection 
was the highest priority for improvements based on the recommendations of the Traffic Study.  
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Motion (Heling/Torrance) to recommend approval of Special Exception Permit (SE-21-2023) requested by 
Wash Monkey, LLC, dba Wash Monkey, 5145 W. Integrity Way, to allow operation of an electronic message 
center sign, with the condition that staff provide an update/report 6 months after installation regarding any 
traffic safety concerns. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
8. SITE PLAN AMENDMENT (SPA-18-2023) – REQUEST BY WASH MONKEY, LLC, DBA WASH MONKEY, 5145 

W. INTEGRITY WAY, FOR INSTALLATION OF A WALL-MOUNTED ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SIGN. 
 
Motion (Crosby/Torrance) to approve Site Plan Amendment (SPA-18-2023) requested by Wash Monkey, LLC, 
dba Wash Monkey, 5145 W. Integrity Way, for installation of a new wall sign, including an electronic message 
center sign, with the condition that staff provide an update/report 6 months after installation regarding any 
traffic safety concerns, subject to Town Board approval of Special Exception Permit SE-21-2023. Motion 
carried, all voting aye. 

 
9. SITE PLAN (SP-18-2023) – REQUEST BY VEREIT MF APPLETON WI, ON BEHALF OF SCOOTER’S COFFEE & 

COUSINS SUBS, 3626 AND 3630 W. COLLEGE AVENUE, FOR CONSTRUCTION OF TWO COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS AND ASSOCIATED SITE IMPROVEMENTS. 

 
Director Patza provided details regarding the site and proposed project including site layouts, proposed buildings, 
landscaping and site lighting. Onsite stormwater management is not required since the project will result in a net 
increase in greenspace and the project will disturb less than 1 acre.  

 
Motion (Heling/Ulrich) to approve Site Plan (SP-18-2023) requested by Vereit MF Appleton WI, on behalf of 
Scooter’s Coffee and Cousins Subs, 3626 & 3630 W. College Avenue, for construction of two commercial 
buildings and associated site improvements, subject to: (1) Town Engineer approval of Drainage and Erosion 
Control Plans; and, (2) staff approval of the Certified Survey Map and cross-access easement. Motion carried, 
all voting aye. 

 
10. SITE PLAN AMENDMENT (SPA-10-2023) – REQUEST BY 4287 W COLLEGE AVE, LLC ON BEHALF OF 

KESSLER’S DIAMONDS, 4287 W. COLLEGE AVENUE, FOR INSTALLATION OF A NEW SIGN CABINET ON AN 
EXISTING PYLON. 
 
Planner Russell provided details on the size, height, and location of the proposed sign. A Variance was granted be 
the October 12th Zoning Board of Appeals meeting to allow the additional sign height that is proposed.  

 
Motion (Torrance/Crosby) to approve Site Plan Amendment (SPA-10-2023) requested by 4287 W College Ave, 
LLC, on behalf of Kessler’s Diamonds, 4287 W. College Avenue, for installation of a new sign cabinet on an 
existing pylon sign. Motion carried, all voting aye.  

 
11. CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP (CSM-14-2023) – REQUEST BY ROBERT H. & GLADYS M. EBBEN REVOCABLE 

TRUST, TO RECONFIGURE AND COMBINE SEVEN LOTS TO FOUR LOTS. SUBJECT PROPERTIES LOCATED 
NORTH OF W. EDGEWOOD DRIVE AND EAST OF N. MCCARTHY ROAD, (TAX KEY PARCEL NUMBERS 101-
023300; 101-023200; 101-022800; 101-021600; 101-021500; 101-021400; 101-020900). 
 
Motion (Torrance/Heling) to recommend approval of Certified Survey Map (CSM-14-2023) requested by 
Robert H. & Gladys M. Ebben Revocable Trust, for a Certified Survey Map with roadway dedication. Motion 
carried, all voting aye. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT. 
 
Motion (Torrance/Heling) to adjourn the meeting at 6:24 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Olejniczak/MP 
Com. Dev. Admin. Asst. 
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