TOWN OF GRAND CHUTE
ORDINANCE 0-06-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING EXISTING CHAPTER 497 OF THE CODE OF GENERAL
ORDINANCES FOR THE TOWN OF GRAND CHUTE, OUTAGAMIE COUNTY,
WISCONSIN, BY AMENDING SECTIONS 497-1 THROUGH 497-11.

WHEREAS, Chapter 497-1 through 497-11 of the Town of Grand Chute Municipal Code regulates
trees and shrubs; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Grand Chute has determined that the existing provisions within Chapter
497 are outdated, limited, and requires clarity regarding maintenance responsibilities, nuisance abatement,
and protection of public trees; and

WHEREAS, the proposed revisions modernize Chapter 497, clarifies jurisdiction and
responsibilities and provides enforceable standards with industry best practices; and

WHEREAS, the proposed update improves enforcement efficiency, supports long-term tree
canopy health, and establishes a transparent process for both property owners and Town Personnel.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Board of the Town of Grand Chute, that
Chapter 497-1 through 497-11 of the Code of General Ordinances is hereby amended as shown in the
attached Exhibit “A”.

Dated this 21* day of October, 2025
This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage and publication or posting.
I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was duly adopted by a majority of the Town Board with a

quorum present at a properly noticed meeting.

Town of Grand Chute

% é)‘;«” %M

By: Beth English

Town Chair

el
Attest: {dyla Raatz ZS
Town Clerk




Chapter 497. Trees and Shrubs

GENERAL REFERENCES

Nuisances — See Ch. 398.

Parks and recreation — See Ch. 409.
Property maintenance — See Ch. 423.
Streets and sidewalks — See Ch. 468.
Subdivision of land — See Ch. 475.

§ 497-1. Definitions.

feuewmg—meamngs— For the purpose of thls chapter unless otherW|se cIearIy |nd|cated by the context the
following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

BOULEVARD OR TERRACE AREA

The portlon of Iand between the curb line (or edge of street where no curb exists) and the S|dewalk
or trail. Where no sidewalk exists, the area between the curb or street edge and property line. The
terms “boulevard” and “terrace” shall be interchangeable.

EVERGREEN TREE

Any woody plant with a srngle

trunk that retains foliage year-round, charactenzed by needle or scale-like leaves from ground level
upward.

AR i A - Trimming, cutting, or
structural mod|f|cat|on of a tree that exceeds routine malntenance as determined by the Town
Forester, including but not limited to topping, substantial crown reduction, or substantial canopy
volume reduction within a calendar year.

W - Any
tree or shrub that, due to condition or Iocatlon mterferes with publlc use of right-of-way; impairs
visibility or public infrastructure; poses a danger to persons or property on public land, including
rights-of-way or the terrace area; is infected with, harboring, or fatally damaged by a contagious
tree disease; is infested with or fatally damaged by insect pests or invasive species known to
transmit such diseases; or endangers public health, safety, or welfare.
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PUBLIC PROPERTY

Any land or premises owned or controlled by the Town, including public parks, rights-of-way,
boulevards, sidewalks, terrace areas, and other public sites.

PUBLIC TREES AND SHRUBS

- Any tree or shrub located within
or deS|gnated for plantlng in publlc areas, including boulevards and terraces.

RIGHT-OF-WAY

A strip of land acquired by dedication, reservation, prescription, or condemnation, or other legal
means, intended for public use and typically occupied by a street, sidewalk, trail, utility line, or other
public infrastructure. This area may also include adjacent space necessary for the maintenance,
safety, and function of these improvements, including boulevard or terrace areas.

up- A woody pIant with multlple stems emerging from or near the ground typlcally smaller than a
tree.

TOWN FORESTER
The individual designated by the Town to implement and enforce the provisions of this chapter.

TREE

level—te—hetghts—ef—t@—feet—epmetre— A Woody plant W|th a smgle domlnant trunk a deﬂned crown, and

a typical mature height of 16 feet or more.

§ 497-2. Town-Foresterrightefentry. Duties and Authority of the Town

Forester.

A. The Town Forester shall implement and enforce the provisions of this chapter.

B. The Town Forester or their authorized designee shall have the authority to enter upon private
property at reasonable times to inspect trees or shrubs and to enforce the provisions of this chapter,
including the identification and mitigation of public nuisances.

§ 497-3. Interference with Town Forester.

: v - No person shall obstruct,
impede, or otheanse mterfere with the Town Forester or thelr authorized representative in the
performance of duties under this chapter. Violation of this section shall be subject to the penalties
outlined in § 497-11.

§ 497-4. Frimming: Clearance and trimming requirements.
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endangeepubhc—satety— AII trees and shrubs located in or adjacent to publlc rlghts of—way, mcludmg
those in boulevard areas or on private property abutting such areas, shall be maintained to provide
a minimum vertical clearance of 14 feet above the surface of streets and alleys and eight (8) feet
above the surface of all public sidewalks and trails.

B. : i A - Property owners are
required to trlm trees on the|r own property that overhang the public right-of-way to comply with the
height clearances specified in this section and is done in a safe, professional manner. Trimming of
any trees planted in the right-of-way (boulevard or terrace areas) to meet this standard shall be
performed by Town personnel or individuals/entities contracted or otherwise authorized by the
Town.

C.

hght—#em—any—pubhc—lamp— Trees shaII not obstruct or d|m|n|sh the effeotweness of publlo street
lighting, interfere with public travel, or endanger public safety. The Town Forester shall have the
authority to determine when trimming is required for safety, visibility, or tree health.

§ 497-5. Obstruction-ofintersections-or-traffic-signs. Obstruction of

visibility at intersections and signs.

A. Obstruction-by-trees—shrubs,fences—walls—sighs—or-otherstructures: Vision triangle and visibility

obstructions.

40—ieet—abe¥e—sarel—edge—ef—pa¥ement—elevatten— Obstructlons in the vision trrangle No

person shall plant, allow, or maintain any tree, shrub, or other vegetation within the vision
triangle that obstructs visibility for drivers on a public street or private driveway. The vision
triangle area shall be defined as set forth in § 475-21B(5)(d). Any tree, shrub, or other
vegetation within the vision triangle shall be trimmed and maintained to allow unobstructed
vision between 2 1/2 feet and 10 feet in height above the edge of pavement elevation.
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Visibility obstructions. No person shall plant, allow, or maintain any vegetation that obstructs
visibility such as traffic signs, traffic signals, or clear access to driveways from the public right-
of-way. Vegetation shall be maintained to ensure unobstructed sightlines to all such devices
and access points from all directions of travel.

- Where obstructions are caused by trees,
trimming shall follow the clearance standards in § 497-4. If trimming is insufficient to maintain
visibility, the Town Forester may require permanent correction, including tree removal.

General procedure. If the Town Forester determines that a tree, shrub, or other vegetation
constitutes an obstruction under this section, a written order shall be served to the property
owner or occupant by certified mail directing removal or correction of the obstruction within 30
days of the order’s issue date. For properties held in joint ownership or tenancy, service on one
owner shall be deemed service on all owners.

Immediate hazard exception. If the obstruction poses an immediate threat to public safety,
including but not limited to severely blocked sightlines at intersections or signage, the Town
may remove the obstruction immediately without prior notice. The property owner shall be
billed for the full cost of removal.

Failure to comply. If the obstruction is not removed or corrected within the time allowed, the
Town or individuals/entities contracted or otherwise authorized by the Town may enter the
property to abate the obstruction. The cost of abatement, including but not limited to labor,
materials, equipment, contractor fees, and administrative expenses, shall be billed to the
property owner. If unpaid by October 31, the total amount may be added to the property tax roll
as a special charge pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0627.
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are subject to penalties under § 497 11

& A497-0, Bermasctepublisrocsousneations andconsiraclion noar

trees: Management and protection of public trees and shrubs.

to public trees or shrubs No person shall perform any of the foIIowmg actions on any tree or shrub
located in a public space or terrace area, without first obtaining written permission from the Town
Forester:

(1)

matenal—te—areund—eethreugh—a—tree—epshmb— Attach or fasten any rope, wire, sign, guy wire,

unprotected electrical installation, or similar device, to, around, or through any public tree or
shrub, unless such devices are installed by or with written permission from the Town Forester
or other authorized Town personnel.

H—wrtl—mjureuany—treeer—shrub Break |njure mutllate deface k|II or destroy any tree or shrub

including by allowing fire, heat, or other destructive agents to damage them.

base—ef—the—same Permlt any tOXIC chemlcal gas, smoke, 0|I or other harmful substance to
seep, drain, or be deposited near the base or root zone of any public tree or shrub.

te—permtt—aeeess—ef—atr—wateeand—ﬁemhzer— Place concrete asphalt or other |mperV|ous
material within the critical root zone (defined as the area within a radius of one (1) foot per inch
of trunk diameter, measured at 4 1/2 feet above ground level).

werk—eeparades— Remove any guard stake support or protectlve deV|ce |ntended for the care
or preservation of a public tree or shrub.

(6) Gause-or-encourage-any-fire-or-burning-near-or-around-any-tree: Start or allow any fire, open

flame, or high heat source to burn in close proximity to a tree or shrub in a manner likely to
cause damage.

W|feheut—a—pernEHt—tFenq—the—'Fea.t\.tn—lierestelL Excavatlons and constructlon near publlc trees. No

person shall excavate, grade, install utilities, or place pavement within the right-of-way without first
obtaining the applicable permit from the Department of Public Works. All contractors and utility
companies performing work in the right-of-way or adjacent to public trees shall take necessary



precautions to protect tree trunks, branches, and root zones. Protective barriers shall be installed
prior to commencement of work, as required by the Town Forester.

‘ -V ~ REe- Tree planting in
publ|c areas. No person shaII plant a tree or shrub in the public nght—of way, including terrace
areas, without obtaining the applicable permit from the Town Forester. Approved plantings shall
conform to species, spacing, and location guidelines established by the Town.

D. Appeals. Affected persons may file an appeal as provided in § 497-9.

E. Violations. Violations are subject to penalties under § 497-11.

§ 497-7. Tree-disease-nuisances: Disease or infestation nuisances.

pFemrses—and—eFede—ﬂqe—tax—base—ef—the—'Fewn— Declarat|on of publ|c nuisance. The Town

recognizes that contagious diseases and insect pests pose significant threats to the public welfare.
The loss of trees, on either public or private property, can depreciate property values, degrade
environmental health, and diminish the community tree canopy.
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B. Inspections.

(1)

The Town Forester or their designee shall conduct inspections of all properties within the
Town, public or private, as necessary to identify trees or shrubs that may constitute a public
nuisance as defined in this section.

To determine whether a disease or pest is present, the Town Forester or designee may collect
branch or bark samples in a non-lethal manner and submit them to the Wisconsin Department
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection or a qualified laboratory for analysis.

The Town Forester and their agents shall have authority to enter upon private premises at
reasonable times for inspection purposes, with prior notice when practicable. If access is
denied, the Town may seek an inspection warrant in accordance with applicable law.

C. Abatement of nuisances.

(1)

(2)

3)

The Town Forester or designee shall supervise and direct the abatement of all public
nuisances by appropriate means including but not limited to spraying, pruning, removal,
burning, or other mitigation methods necessary to prevent the spread of disease or pests.

When a nuisance is found on public property, the Town shall take immediate action to abate
the nuisance without further notice.

When a nuisance is found on private property, the Town shall notify the property owner or
occupant in writing, served via certified mail, of the condition and proposed abatement method.
The notice shall describe the nuisance, specify a hearing date (no less than 14 days from the
date of the notice) if the owner wishes to contest the finding, and advise that, if no action is taken,
the Town may proceed with abatement and assess the associated costs to the property. The
determination of the Town Forester shall be presumed correct unless rebutted by clear and
convincing evidence.

Unless otherwise specified, property owners shall have 30 days from the date of notice to
remove or treat the nuisance. The Town Forester may, at their discretion, grant a time
extension of up to 10 additional days for abatement if requested in writing.

If the owner does not abate a confirmed nuisance within the established timeframe, the Town
Forester may proceed with abatement and assess the cost to the property per Subsection E.




D. Spraying.

(1)

If the Town Forester determines that a tree or area is infested or exposed to infestation, they
may direct the spraying of trees or shrubs within a 1,000-foot radius of the source using an
appropriate fungicide or insecticide.

(2) When any residue or concentrate can be expected to be deposited on any public street,

advance public notice shall be provided through methods such as mailings to adjacent property
owners, the Town website, or signage posted at least 24 hours in advance. Streets subject to
parking restrictions for spraying shall also be posted with temporary "No Parking" signs.

No claims for damages to vehicles or property shall be honored where proper notice has been
given in accordance with this section.

If trees or shrubs on private property are to be sprayed, the Town Forester shall notify the
owner and follow the procedures outlined in Subsection C.




E. Costrecovery.
(1) The cost of abating nuisances on public property shall be paid by the Town.

(2) The cost of abating nuisances on private property, including but not limited to removal,
treatment, labor, materials, equipment, contractor fees, and administrative expenses, shall be
billed to the property owner. If unpaid by October 31, the total amount may be added to the
property tax roll as a special charge pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0627.

G. Violations. Violations are subject to penalties under § 497-11.

§ 497-8. Tree brush branch disposal.

: Branch disposal options.

Town of Grand Chute property owners and residents may dlspose of tree branches by the following
means:

. A A il: Use of the City of
Appleton S yard waste drop- off srtes subject to their posted rules and hours of operation.

wh- The Town
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provides curbside residential tree branch collection service two times per year in the spring and
fall for single-family and two-family residential properties abutting public streets only. This
service is intended for branches generated by residents through routine pruning and yard
maintenance of trees on their property. It is not intended for large-scale removal or cleanup
performed by commercial contractors.

teeatren—rn—BFb|sh—s!nal4—Iae—eut—by—?—@@—arnor CoIIectlon schedule Branch coIIectlon services WI||
follow the Town’s regular garbage pickup schedule and will typically begin on the first Monday of
May (spring) and the first Monday of September (fall). Branches shall be placed at the roadside by
6:00 a.m. on the corresponding Monday:

(1)

(2) Wednesday_garb ekun ’ - chiooing_servicas brovided._starting conc

3I1uese‘ay—eﬂf—the—rnentbr Tuesday/Wednesday garbage routes second Monday of May or
September.

©)

rnenttor Friday garbage route fourth Monday of May or September

Rules—and-regulations: Branch collection rules. Single-family and two-family properties abutting
public streets may place one (1) branch pile per collection period per property, not exceeding 400
cubic feet, calculated on a loose branch pile with the following requirements:

(1) A

(4) Brush-should-be-no-shorter-than-threefeetinlength- Any individual branch cannot exceed
eight (8) feet in length or be shorter than three (3) feet in length.

(5) Fhere-shall-be-noroot-balls—stumps,—or-construction-material: Any individual branch cannot
exceed 12 inches in diameter and 75 pounds in weight.

(6) Branches are to be stacked neatly and loosely along the shoulder or curb of the road. Cut ends
are to face the road.

(7) No root balls, stumps, construction debris, grass clippings, thorny brush, leaves, or shrub trimmings
will be accepted. If these unaccepted materials are comingled with branches, the branch pile will be
rejected in full and left at the property owner’s responsibility to remove.

(8) Branches shall not be placed in the right-of-way more than 72 hours prior to the corresponding
Monday in accordance with the collection schedule, except in the event of a severe weather
incident.

exeept—ﬁer—the—@hrrstmas—treeedmpesat—pregram Emergency collectlon authorlty In the event of a
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severe weather incident or similar emergency, the Public Works Director or designee may suspend
or modify normal branch collection procedures to protect public safety.

plan—feethe—geed—med—saﬁety—ef—the—pu!ehe Enforcement and cost recovery Branch p|Ies in V|oIat|on

of Subsection C shall result in a notice affixed to the pile indicating the violation. Property owners
shall remove the pile within seven (7) calendar days of the date on the notice. Failure to comply
shall authorize the Town to remove the pile. All associated costs, including but not limited to labor,
equipment, and administrative expenses, shall be billed to the property owner. If unpaid by October
31 of the calendar year, the amount may be added to the property tax roll as a special charge
pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 66.0627.

deersren—wﬁh—the—'liewn—Glerle Any person affected by an order or determ|nat|on |ssued under this
chapter may file a written appeal with the Town Clerk within 15 calendar days of the order’s issue date.
The Town Board shall hear the appeal within 30 calendar days of receipt and shall issue a formal
decision affirming, reversing, or modifying the order. The Town Board’s decision shall be final. However,
the decision to issue a fine, assess a penalty, issue a citation, pursue injunctive relief, or to pursue legal
or equitable relief under § 497-11 shall not be reviewable by the Town Board.

§ 497-10. Adoption of state statutes.

Stats § 27. 09 and § 86 03 are adopted and incorporated by reference These statutes pertaln to mun|C|paI
authority over trees and rights-of-way and shall have the same force and effect as if fully set forth herein.

§ 497-11. Violations and penalties.

days: Any person, firm, partnersh|p, or corporatlon that violates any prowsron of thls article shall, upon
conviction, forfeit an amount as prescribed in the Uniform Forfeiture and Bond Schedules, together with
the costs of prosecution. In default of payment, the offender may be imprisoned in the county jail for up
to 30 days, or the maximum period allowed by law. Each day a violation continues constitutes a
separate offense. This section shall not preclude the Town from seeking injunctive relief, abatement, or



other appropriate legal or equitable remedies to prevent, remedy, or remove a violation.
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