
  
 
 

MEETING DATE TIME LOCATION 
 

Amended Town Board 
 
 

 

Tuesday, May 4, 2021 
 

Immediately following 
Sanitary District 

 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
Board Room 

1900 W. Grand Chute Blvd. 

**VIRTUAL MEETING PARTICIPATION OPTIONS** 
Note:  Stay connected from Sanitary District Meeting for the Town Board Meeting 

Web Access: 
https://grandchute.my.webex.com/grandchute.my/j.php?MTID=ma00f1d95576889fa02fc616d0358ea69 
Access Code: 126 909 3174 

             Meeting Password: 1900 
  

Telephone Access: 
 Dial: (408) 418-9388 
 Access Code: 126 909 3174  

Meeting Password: 1900 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ORDER OF THE DAY 
 

C. PUBLIC INPUT Members of the public are welcome to address the Commission and Town Board. Individuals are allowed to 
speak only about agenda items and must fill out a “Request to Speak” form and submit to the Town Clerk prior to the 
start of the meeting in order to speak during the Public Input segment of the meeting. If you wish to speak and are 
attending virtually, you must contact the Town Clerk 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting for special 
accommodations.  This segment is placed early in the agenda so that the public may make their comments prior to any 
discussion or action by the Commission or Town Board. Individual comments are limited to no more than three minutes each. The 
Public Input section is limited to a total of 15 minutes. The Commission/Town Board may suspend this rule if deemed necessary. 
Once the public input segment ends there will be no additional discussion from the audience. 
 

D. CONSENT AGENDA 
Items on the Consent Agenda are routine in nature and require one motion to approve all items listed.  Prior to voting on the Consent Agenda, items on the Consent 
Agenda may be removed at the request of any Supervisor and addressed immediately following the motion to approve the other items on the Consent Agenda.) 
1. Approval of regular meeting minutes of April 20, 2021 
2. Licensing: (applications on file in the clerk’s office)(Licensing Committee recommends approval) 

a. Operator’s License Applications: 
1) Recommended for approval to expire in 2023 dated 4/13/2021 and 4/20/2021 

3. Special Event Permits (applications on file in the clerk’s office) Special Event Committee recommends 
approval with conditions listed: 
a. Third Base Ventures, LLC, 2400 N. Casaloma Drive, for fireworks on May 15, 2021. 

CONDITIONS:  1) No fireworks may begin after 10:00 p.m., 2) Display must comply with NFPA 
1123 standards. 

b. Spielbauer Fireworks Co, at Butte des Morts Country Club located at 3600 W. Prospect Ave, for 
fireworks on July 2, 2021.  CONDITIONS:  1) No fireworks may begin after 10:00 p.m., 2) Display 
must comply with NFPA 1123 standards. 

c. Bubolz Nature Preserve, 4815 N. Lynndale Drive, for Ales on the Trails on June 11, 2021 and 
extending their liquor license for the day of the event to include a 1 mile loop on the trails.  
CONDITIONS:  1)  Must have person checking ID’s and wristbands; 2) Licensed server monitoring 
alcohol distribution and consumption; and 3) Premise will be clearly marked and the intersection 
trails will be roped off to keep participants on the trail. 

d. Third Base Ventures, dba Timber Rattlers, to have a Mercy Me Concert inside the stadium on June 
11, 2021.  CONDITIONS:  1)  A pre-concert fire and life safety inspection is completed prior to the 
concert (day of) due to the temporary altered use and configuration within the stadium 2) Any new 
restrictive recommendations or orders from Outagamie County Public Health Department will be 
followed and follow all CDC guidelines; 3) Meet all safety and security requirements outlined by 
GCPD; and 4) Follow guidelines outlined in “Wisconsin Timber Rattlers Concert Operation Plan.” 
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E. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
1. Approval of Voucher List – May 4, 2021 
 

F. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Plan Commission Recommendations: 

a. SE-03-21 requested by Krone America, 5085 N. Wren Drive, for operation of a farm implement 
sales and service business. Plan Commission recommends approval. 
 

b. SE-06-21 requested by Appleton Car Wash LLC, 1905 W. Wisconsin Avenue, for operation of a 
car wash. Plan Commission recommends approval. 
 

c. CSM-08-21 requested by Lanser Enterprises LLC, 2700 block of E. Broadway Drive, for approval 
of a lot-split CSM with roadway dedication. Plan Commission recommends approval. 

 
G. CLOSED SESSION 

1. Motion to convene in Closed Session via ROLL CALL VOTE pursuant to 19.85 (1)(g) - Conferring with 
legal counsel for the Town, legal counsel rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be 
adopted by the Town Board with respect to litigation in which the Town is now or is likely to become 
involved. (Town litigation) 
 

2. Motion to adjourn Closed Session and reconvene regular meeting. 
 

F. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 
2.   Action/Discussion on Closed Session items. 

 
H. ADJOURNMENT 

Public Notice:  Agendas are posted in the following locations:  Town Hall bulletin boards & Town website www.grandchute.net 2015 Wisconsin Act 79 allows the publication of certain legal notices 
on an Internet site maintained by a municipality.  This law allows these types of legal notices to be posted in one physical location in the jurisdiction (instead of three) if also placed on an Internet site 
maintained by the local government. 

Special Accommodations:  Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting should be made to the Clerk’s Office at (920-832-5644) with at least 24-hour 
notice. 

Notice of Possible Quorum:  A quorum of the Sanitary Districts, Plan Commission, Board of Review, Licensing Committee, Parks Commission, Community Development Authority, Joint Review 
Board, Zoning Board of Appeals and/or Police and Fire Commission may be present at this meeting for the purpose of gathering information and possible discussion on items listed on this agenda.  
However, unless otherwise noted in this agenda, no official action by the Sanitary Districts, Plan Commission, Board of Review, Licensing Committee, Parks Commission, Joint Review Board, 
Zoning Board of Appeals and/or Police and Fire Commission will be taken at this meeting. 
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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:57 p.m. by Jason Van Eperen, presiding officer. 
 
PRESENT:  Jason Van Eperen, Ron Wolff, Travis Thyssen, Brad Gehring, Jeff Ings, and Angie Cain, Town 
Clerk 
 
STAFF:  Jim March, Town Administrator; Bob Buckingham, Community Development Director; Greg 
Peterson, Police Chief; Tim Bantes, Fire Chief; Julie Wahlen, Finance Director; Katie Schwartz, Director of 
Public Works; Brent Braun, IT Director; Sue Brinkman, HR Director; Karen Heyrman; Deputy Public Works 
Director; Mike Patza, Town Planner; Matt Kasriel, Assistant Fire Chief; Attorney Rossmeissl, Herrling Clark 
Law Offices; Nick Vande Hey, McMahon Associates 
 
OTHERS:  2 signed attendance (17 present) and 10 virtual 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ORDER OF THE DAY 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to approve the agenda.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT  
 
Motion (Gehring/Thyssen) to suspend the rules.  Motion carried. 
 
Leroy Adamski, 4223 Earthrock Road, would like the outside plaque removed on the Town Hall building for 
as there are people listed on there that scammed the Town out of 500,000-750,000 in salaries and benefits. 
The Town and District Attorney did nothing.  All this money was stolen.  At that time the Town Chairman was 
making 34,000 and the Town Supervisors were making 28,000.  Town of Menasha was paying 20,000 less 
than the Town of Grand Chute.  The Administrator and the Town Clerk was also paid 20,000 more than 
surrounding Towns.  Nothing was ever done about it and now he has to walk into Town Hall and see the 
plaque.  He doesn’t feel the crooks should be honored.  This is outrageous for what happened to the Town 
and no one did anything.   
 
Chairman Van Eperen said they can respond to him with answers. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Approval of regular meeting minutes – April 8, 2021 
 
Licensing (applications on file in the clerk’s office) Licensing Committee recommends approval: 
 
Operator’s License applications recommended for approval to expire in 2023 dated 3/25/2021, 3/30/2021, 
and 4/7/2021 
 
Change of Agent, Wisconsin Apple, LLC dba Applebee’s, located at 3730 W. College Avenue, appoints 
Frank Gonzales 
 
Special Events (applications on file in the clerk’s office) Special Event Committee recommends approval: 
Third Base Ventures, LLC, 2400 N. Casaloma Drive, for fireworks on July 18, 2021, August 7, 2021, August 
28, 2021, September 11, 2021, and September 25, 2021.  CONDITIONS:  1) No fireworks may begin after 
10:00 p.m., 2) Display must comply with NFPA 1123 standards. 
 
Accept Monthly Reports:  Fire Department, Police Department, Public Works, and Parks Commission 
 
Motion (Gehring/Ings) to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried. 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Approval of Voucher List – April 20, 2021 
$246,351.22 (96194-96702); Payroll $357,751.82; ACH $8,164.76 
Accept Budget Statements – March 2021 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to approve the voucher list and accept the budget statements.  Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Town Board Reorganization: 
a. Vice Chairperson – Ings 
b. Legal Counsel – Herrling Clark Law Offices 
c. Town Engineer(s) – McMahon Associates 
d. Weed Commission (1) – Ings 
e. Supervisor representatives for Planning Commission (2) – Wolff and Gehring 
f. Supervisor representatives Fox West Regional Sewerage - (3) – Van Eperen, Wolff, and Thyssen 
g. Supervisor liaison to the Park Commission (1) – Ings 
h. Supervisor representative on Investment Committee (1) – Thyssen 
i. Representatives to Room Tax Commission (3) – Ings, Gehring, and March 
j. Town representative on Convention and Visitors Bureau Board (1) – March 
k. Budget Personnel Committee (2) – Gehring and Ings  
l. Community Development Authority – Van Eperen and Gehring 
 
Motion (Van Eperen/Thyssen) to approve the recommendations as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
Commission/Committee appointments:  
a. Plan Commission reappointments, terms expiring April 2024:  Julie Hidde and Pam Crosby 
b. Park Commission reappointment, term expiring April 2028:  Karen Petersen 
c. Board of Appeals reappointment, terms expiring May 2024:  Joy Sisler and Kiersten Gustafson 
d. Police & Fire Commission reappointment, term expiring April 2026:  Eric Davidson 
e. Community Development Authority reappointment, term expiring May 2024:  Greg Hartjes 
f. Fox Cities Sports Development, Inc. Facility appointment, term expiring April 2024: Mike Patza 
g. Fox Cities Transit Commission appointment, term expiring April 2024:  Mike Patza 
h. ARA/Exhibition Center Advisory Committee, term expiring January 2023:  Mike Patza 
i. Joint Review Board reappointments, terms expiring April 2023: 
• Greg Hartjes, Appleton Area School District representative 
• Yvette Mueller, Outagamie County representative 
• Amy Van Straten, Fox Valley Technical College representative 
• Jim March, Town of Grand Chute representative 
• Pat Thompson, public member 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to approve the recommendations for Commission/Committee appointments. 
 
Chairman Van Eperen explained he has Eric Davidson listed but would like to see Jim Reider appointed to 
Police and Fire Commission. 
 
Supv. Gehring asked for an explanation. 
 
Chairman Van Eperen explained Mr. Reider was on the Fire Department for many years and feels he will be 
a good fit for the Police and Fire Commission.  He was a Battalion Chief for the Town for many years. 
 
Supv. Ings asked if they were limited to the amount of people they can put on the Boards or Commissions. 
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Atty. Rossmeissl explained that each Board or Commission has different requirements.  Many are controlled 
by State Statues and some others are controlled by contracts with other municipalities.  Police and Fire 
Commission has state statutes that dictates the amount of commissioners. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) amended their original motion to approve all of the items except item D to 
discuss separately.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion (Van Eperen/Wolff) to appoint Jim Reider to the Police and Fire Commission for a term 
expiring April 2026. Motion carried.  Gehring and Thyssen opposed. 
 
Atty. Rossmeissl clarified that he was a Town resident. 
 
Plan Commission Recommendations: 
CUP-02-21 Conditional Use Permit requested by Big Ring Properties LLC, dba Big Ring Storage, 3200 N. 
Mayflower Drive, to allow grading and filling associated with the construction of three (3) self-storage 
buildings and associated site improvements. PC recommends approval. 

 
Motion (Thyssen/Wolff) to approve CUP-02-21. 
 
Supv. Ings questioned the starting and ending grade level. 
 
Planner Patza responded that the north part of the property will probably receive most of the fill and it is 
adjacent to an existing developed site to the north.  The reason for this is to get the site to drain northwest to 
southeast to get the water to flow towards their stormwater facility.  This will not drain towards the 
neighboring property. 
 
Motion carried. 

 
CSM-06-21 Certified Survey Map requested by Big Ring Properties LLC, dba Big Ring Storage, 3200 N. 
Mayflower Drive, for approval of a one-lot CSM with roadway dedication. 
 
Motion (Ings/Thyssen) to approve.  Motion carried. 

 
CUP-05-21 Conditional Use Permit requested by the Town of Grand Chute to allow work associated with the 
replacement of two bridge structures on the multi-use trail between W. Grand Chute Boulevard and W. 
Barley Way. PC recommends approval. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to approve.  Motion carried. 

 
SE-04-21 Special Exception Permit requested by BFP Capital FLP, dba Hop Yard Ale Works, 502 and 512 
W. Northland Avenue, for operation of an outdoor service/beer garden. PC recommends approval. 

 
Motion (Gehring/Ings) to approve. 
 
Supv. Ings wanted to make sure that the project would not infringe on the senior living behind the building. 
 
Planner Patza explained there is a buffer in between for sound.  The normal operating hours for the business 
will be closed at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Motion carried. 
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Affidavit of Correction to the Plat of Parkview Terrace Second Addition, to release the Restrictive Covenant 
for Outlot 3. PC recommends approval. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to approve.   
 
Supv. Ings asked if there was concerns by the neighbors if this lot will be built on without having public 
sewer. 
 
Planner Patza responded that there were no concerns brought up by the neighbors.  The adjacent property 
has the same restrictions.   
 
Motion carried. 
 
SE-02-21 Special Exception Permit requested by Seth and Katherine Lenz, dba White Chapel Pottery, 5811 
N. Meade Street, for operation of a business that includes the production and/or sales of crafts produced on 
the premises (pottery business) at a property zoned AGD General Agricultural District. Planner Patza to 
report results from 4/20/2021 PC meeting. 
 
Planner Patza reported that Plan Commission recommended approval. 
 
Motion (Ings/Gehring) to approve SE-02-21.   
 
Supv. Thyssen explained that he had met with the adjacent property and they had concerns over the use of 
the shared driveway and privacy issues.  
 
Planner Patza explained that they held a public hearing and these concerns were expressed.  The applicants 
provided a robust list of responses as well as staff.  He explained that this will be primarily a residential 
property and the pottery business would be second.  The traffic should be minimal.  The shared driveway 
was put in place by the adjacent property owner.  This use is allowed as a special exception. 
 
Supv. Thyssen explained that he could not support this as he believes there are still some questions that 
need to be answered. 
 
Supv. Wolff explained that he met with both property owners.  This is a longstanding issue that is not over a 
pottery barn.  There will be a road coming through Appleton on the other side of their property.  He 
suggested putting up a fence, but with the current issues it will not change. The policy states it is allowed. 
 
Supv. Gehring explained this was deferred from the last Plan Commission meeting.  He has been at the site 
and was concerned with the driveway access if they hosted events and prohibited emergency vehicle access 
to the property.  They fixed this by having all parking onsite for an event.  It gets to a point that a Town can 
only do so much to mend relationships.  He was in support of SE-02-2021. 
 
Planner Patza explained that there is a condition that parking associated with any special event 
accommodated on site with no parking allowed on N. Meade Street or within the shared driveway easement.   
 
Motion carried.  Thyssen opposed. 
 
Affidavit of Correction to Certified Survey Map No. 8030, to revise a Drainage Easement. Planner Patza to 
report results from 4/20/2021 PC meeting. 
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Planner Patza reported the Plan Commission recommended approval. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to approve.  Motion carried.  
 
Award of Bid, Contract 2021-12 Sports Courts, to MCC Inc. in the amount of $148,560.56 for and Change 
Order #1 to remove the work at Patriot Park from the bid. 
 
Motion (Ings/Wolff) to award bid Contract 2021-12. 
 
Supv. Gehring asked if the increase was due to the cost of products. 
 
Deputy Dir. Heyrman believed that was true as the bids were close. 
 
Supv. Ings explained there was a good discussion at Park Commission.  This is about 50% higher than the 
original budget and they discussed options.  This was a high priority item.  He thought they could approve 
item number #4 and deny item number #5 to save some funding. 
 
Supv. Thyssen explained that the pickle ball courts are packed with people waiting to play. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Approve additional CIP expenditure of $75,760.60 to complete the pickleball courts at Patriot Park under 
Contract 2021-12. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Gehring) to approve.   
 
Supv. Ings explained that they could hold off for one year due to budget constraints.  He thinks there are 
other projects for the parks that this could go towards. 
 
Supv. Thyssen explained that this is a fair price and this price could increase next year.  He was concerned if 
the interest rates would increase. 
 
Motion carried.  Ings opposed.  Wolff abstained. 
 
Award/reject bid, Contract 2021-14 Wisconsin Avenue Sidewalk. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to reject the bid.  Motion carried. 
 
Accept donation from Appleton West Baseball Club for various improvements at Carter Woods Park. 
 
Motion (Gehring/Ings) to approve.  Motion carried. 
 
Accept the $11,138 donation from the Capital Credit Union Elevate Communities Grant Program for the 
purpose of purchasing a small Unmanned Aerial Systems drone and approving the corresponding budget 
adjustment to increase the Fire Donations account 10-13-48500 by $11,138 and increase the Fire Capital 
Equipment account 10-13-52200-810 by $11,138. 
 
Chief Bantes explained that they are grateful to receive this grant from Capital Credit Union.  This is a 100 
percent grant that doesn’t need matching funds.  They are getting three quotes and will have a test flight.  
They know the amount will not be more than what is listed. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to accept the donation and approve the budget adjustment.  Motion carried. 
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RESOLUTION 
 
Preliminary Resolution TBR-10-2021 declaring intent to exercise special assessment powers under Town’s 
Police Powers and Chapter 66, Wis. Stats., 2019-20 as amended for street urbanization on W Associated 
Drive – N Casaloma Drive to W Greenville Drive (CTH GV). 
 
Atty. Rossmeissl explained that he was able to look at the statute since their last discussion.  His advice to 
leave in police powers remains the same.  The statutes does not require the word police powers be used in 
the initial resolution.  If the Town decides to use police powers, the Engineer’s report has to indicate it will 
use the police powers and it has to be written a different way.  The Engineer needs some guidance on how 
to write the report.  There would be different calculations and a difference balancing test if police powers are 
not used in the engineering report.  His recommendation is for consistency to leave it as it is.  Staff and the 
engineer will put together their report.  When the Town Board considers the methodology, they can go a 
different way than using police powers.  He will provide thoughts in the future as to why they might want to 
use police powers.  They can direct the engineer to make changes to the methodology.   
 
Supv. Wolff asked what the difference is in either using police powers or not using police powers. 
 
Atty. Rossmeissl will provide the information to the Town Board regarding the differences in a police power 
special assessment versus non-police power special assessments. 
 
Motion (Ings/Thyssen) to approve.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to adjourn meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
 
 
These minutes were taken at a regular meeting held on April 20, 2021 and entered in this record book, April 
22, 2021 by:  
 
 
____________________________ 
Angie Cain, Town Clerk 
Town of Grand Chute    
INITIAL DRAFT 
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